
& c œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœC D min Emin F G Amin Bdim C

&
2

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇C Emin

&
3

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇D min F

&
4

˙̇̇ ˙̇̇G Bdim
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Three Note Chords Of The Major Scale

I            iimin        iiimin           IV             V          vimin         viidim            I

    Chord symbols above the staff, represent the root and the quality of the chord (maj,min and dim.) When 
there is no symbol for the quality, the chord is identified as a major (E.G. C instead of Cmaj.) Roman Numerals
represent the analysis of each chord/what degree of the scale they are built on.
    Chords in Tonal Harmony are distinguished in three different types according to their function: Tonic,
Subdominant and Dominant Chords:

Chords with a TONIC FUNCTION:

Chords with SUBDOMINANT FUNCION:

I iiimin

iimin IV

Chords with DOMINANT FUNCTION:

V viidim
    The vimin chord (in the key of Cmajor that would be Amin,) can function both as a Tonic and as a 
Subdominant chord-but NOT at the same time. The function is determined by the chord preceding the
vimin. If it is preceded by a Dominant chord, it will sound and function as a Tonic chord; If it is preceded
by a Tonic chord, it will sound and function as a Subdominant chord.



&
5

œœœ œœœ œœœC

&
6

œœœ œœœ œœœD min

&
7

œœœ œœœ œœœEmin

&
8

œœœ œœœ œœœF

&
9

œœœ œœœ œœœ
G

&
10

œœœ œœœ œœœAmin

&
11

œœœ œœœ œœœ
Bdim

2 Three Note Chords Of The Major Scale

    All chords can be used in different inversions. This means that the order of the notes contained in
the voicing, can be manipulated. This is very usefull because it helps create better voice leading.

Root position                                   1st Inversion                                 2nd inversion

Root position                                   1st Inversion                                 2nd inversion

Root position                                   1st Inversion                                 2nd inversion

Root position                                   1st Inversion                                 2nd inversion

Root position                                   1st Inversion                                 2nd inversion

Root position                                   1st Inversion                                 2nd inversion

Root position                                   1st Inversion                                 2nd inversion
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