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Four Note Chords Of The Major Scale

IMaj7       iimin7        iiimin7     IVMaj7       V7          vimin7    viimin7(b5)    IMaj7

Chords with a TONIC FUNCTION:

Chords with SUBDOMINANT FUNCION:

IMaj7        iiimin7

iimin7 IVMaj7

Chords with DOMINANT FUNCTION:

V7 viimin7(b5)

    The vimin7 chord (Amin7 in this tonality) has the same reaction with the vimin (triad). It is Tonic if a dominant
chord precedes it, and subdominant if a tonic chord precedes it.
    With the added 7th, the V chord now has both B and F as its chord tones (7th and 4th of the key, 3rd and 7th of 
the chord). This makes it sound even more dominant. In fact, its the V chord in which the 7th as a chord tone first 
appeared in history, and its the only four note chord that can sound smooth when played within a triadic type of
chord progression.

    Adding one more tone on the triads-a third above the fifth, gives us new chords, this time with a seventh. The chord
symbol on the B chord, is an abbreviation of the min7(b5) type, also known as Half Diminished. Functions and all other 
rules applied on Triads are the same. Four note voicings have a more definitive representation of the chords' functions, 
and a bigger sound.
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œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœCMaj7

&
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œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœD min7

&
7

œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœE min7
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œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœFMaj7
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œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœG 7
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10

œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœAmin7

&
11

œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœB ø

2 Four Note Chords OF The Major Scale.

    Just like the triads, the four note chords have their inversions. The thirds inversion (the one that has
the 7th on the bottom of the voicing) has a rather unstable character, but can be useful in Voice Leading.

Root position                     1st Inversion                     2nd inversion                        3rd Inversion
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Root position                     1st Inversion                     2nd inversion                        3rd Inversion

Root position                     1st Inversion                     2nd inversion                        3rd Inversion

Root position                     1st Inversion                     2nd inversion                        3rd Inversion

Root position                     1st Inversion                     2nd inversion                        3rd Inversion

Root position                     1st Inversion                     2nd inversion                        3rd Inversion

Root position                     1st Inversion                     2nd inversion                        3rd Inversion


