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The Natural Minor Scale

1                  2/9                b3                 4/11              5                   b13/b6           b7                   1 

    The natural minor scale, is a scale built on the 6th degree of its relative major (in this example built on the 6th
degree of the Cmajor scale). Scale degrees (numbers bellow the staff), are based accordingly to the parallel major
scale (A major), so for example the third is a minor third (b3) because in the parallel major key (A major), we would 
have C# instead of Cn.
    The natural Minor scale was used more often than the Major scale, hence the letter names of the notes start on A, 
B, C, D, E...etc.

imin           iidim         bIII           ivmin         vmin          bVI            bVII          imin

C Natural Minor Scale

C major Scale

I              iimin          iiimin          IV              V             vimin        viidim           I

    One of the reasons why Major and Natural minor scales have been used extensively over the years, is that the chord
qualities are flipped, meaning that Major chords become Minor in the parallel minor scale, and Minor chords become 
Major, while they maintain the same function (Tonic remains Tonic-e.g imin is tonic in the C natural minor scale and 
Imaj is tonic in the C Major Scale-, Subdominant remains Subdominant and Dominant remains Dominant.)


